























Havana Cultura Music Projects

As today’s most renowned Cuban rum brand, Havana Club is committed to sharing
the vibrancy of Havana’'s contemporary music scene with the widest possible audienc

Since 2009, Havana Club has teamed up with
renowned DJ and producer Gilles Peterson to nd
Cuba’s most promising talents across a wide range
of musical genres, including jazz, rap, hip hop,

R&B and reggae. Recently, the project evolved by
fostering collaborations between emerging music
producers from around the world with Cuban talents.

Gilles Peterson’s rst trip to Havana in 2009 resulted
in ‘Havana Cultura, The New Cuba Sound’, a double
album recorded at Havana’s legendary Egrem
studio, featuring Roberto Fonseca, Gente de Zona,

In 2014, Havana Club selected ten international
Producers through a remix contest and invited them
to participate in 4 days of intensive studio sessions
in Havana to record live instruments and voices

for their tracks. The album ‘Havana Cultura Mix —
The Soundclash’, was released with Brownswood
Recordings in October 2014.

The Havana Cultura Mix project discovered Daymé
Arocena, a young Cuban jazz singer. In 2015, she
released an EP, ‘Havana Cultura Sessions — Daymé
Arocena’, as well as her debut album, ‘Nueva Era’,

Harold Lopez-Nussa, Descemer Bueno, Yusa... A few with the support of Havana Club.

months later, remixes were curated by renowned DJs
Carl Cox, Louie Vega, Solal and MJ Cole to populate
a second album, ‘Havana Cultura Remixed’.

Later that same year, Gilles Peterson recorded ‘Havana
Cultura Sessions’ — a highly praised four-track album
featuring vocalist Danay Suérez and backed by pianist/
co-producer Roberto Fonseca. Two years later, a

new chapter was written with the release of a new
anthology, ‘Havana Cultura, The Search Continues’. The
album welcomed new artists, including Arema Arega,
Osdalgia, Interactivo, Kola Loka and El Micha.

Havana Cultura —
The Search continues

Rukaiya Russell with
Sexto Sentido

Most recently, Havana Cultura ventured into the
mystical world of rumba, a foundational Afro-

Cuban genre. The Havana Club Rumba Sessions
project gave way to both a documentary retracing
the genre’s origins and evolution as well as a
compilation of remixes that bridged the gap between
traditional rumba and modern dance oors.

Daymé Arocena Gilles Peterson in studio
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